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Auckland Girls’ Grammar School 
is committed to providing an 
innovative education which 
nurtures intelligence and lifelong 
learning, encourages achievement, 
creativity and confidence and 
fosters a co-operative spirit. 
Students will develop knowledge, 
skills and values to contribute 
effectively to a diverse, just and 
sustainable society.
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Pride

Respect

Integrity

Diligence

Empathy



03

Our students graduate Our students graduate
with a sense of self with a sense of self 
worth and confidence worth and confidence
in the future.in the future.



Welcome to 
Auckland Girls
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Auckland Girls is an exciting and vibrant 
school. It is hugely diverse, with students 
representing over 60 different cultures. Our 
1400 students have access to a wide range 
of subjects, co-curricular activities and 
excellent facilities. Our teachers are highly 
qualified and committed to providing 
the best possible education to all of our 
students.

We work hard to ensure that our students 
gain the highest qualifications they can. 
We encourage them to develop a love of 
learning and a zest for living, and prepare 
them to fit comfortably into our bi-cultural, 
multi-ethnic society. 

We offer a balanced academic, social, 
physical and cultural education so that all 
our students can grow into strong, skilled, 
caring and self-reliant young women. 

Our students will leave school knowing that 
they have been offered the best possible 
opportunities to succeed in whatever path 
they choose. They will continue to live by 
our school values: Pride, Respect, Integrity, 
Diligence and Empathy.”

Liz Thomson
Principal

We proudly offer:

TRADITION, begun in 1888, of 
academic, sporting and cultural 
excellence where students are 
encouraged to aim high and find 
success within their reach.

COMMITMENT to foster 
independent thinkers and a life-
long love of learning.

ATMOSPHERE where students are 
expected to work hard, respect 
themselves and others, make life-
long friends and have fun.

TEACHERS, 
an innovative curriculum, modern 
learning resources and pleasant 
facilities.

OPPORTUNITY to belong 
comfortably, confidently and 
naturally to a community that is a 
mix of all the different groups that 
make up New Zealand society.

           As one of the first secondary schools to be established in New Zealand, 
Auckland Girls’ Grammar School has been educating young women since 1888. 
Our tradition of academic, sporting and cultural excellence, where students aim 
high and find success within their reach, has continued for more than a century.
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A Century of Innovation 
and Excellence

Auckland Girls has a reputation as a school steeped in tradition whilst also offering 
innovative educational opportunities.

Perhaps the greatest thing I will take  
away from Auckland Girls is a love of 

the environment, something I was introduced 
to in my first few weeks of school.”

A Brief History

Auckland Girls’ Grammar School opened  
in 1885 and moved to its present site in 
Howe Street in 1909. From its beginning, 
Auckland Girls has been a progressive 
school. It has always had a tradition of 
social responsiveness and its development 
closely mirrors the social and cultural 
developments that have shaped New 
Zealand society.  

Present Day

More than a hundred years after the 
founding of the school, Auckland Girls 
remains at the forefront of education for 
young women.

From the historic century old Queen Anne 
style Administration building through to 
the modern science laboratories, computer 
rooms, Arts and Music suites and newly 
upgraded ICT and computer network 
facilities, our facilities ensure that students 
enjoy an optimum learning environment.

The Future

We have established a number of future 
focussed programmes aimed at equipping 
our students with the skills needed for 
global citizenship. 

Our learning programmes are reviewed 
and updated annually to meet the needs 
of our students in an ever-changing world, 
and our teachers are involved in on-going 
school-wide professional development to 
implement the latest teaching and learning 
strategies. All building and infrastructure 
decisions are made with the future in mind.
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Our tradition of academic, Our tradition of academic,
sporting and cultural excellence, sporting and cultural excellence,
where students aim high and find where students aim high and find
success within their reach, has success within their reach, has
continued for more than a century.continued for more than a century.

06



A Broad Curriculum with  
Flexible Choices 

We offer all the traditional subjects towards 
the National Certificate of Educational 
Achievement at Levels 1, 2 and 3. We 
have also responded to the needs of our 
students by introducing courses that lead 
to alternative NZQA qualifications at the 
senior level.

We encourage our students to develop 
independence and a life-long love of 
learning. This is achieved by placing 
emphasis on developing strong skills in 
literacy, information literacy, thinking and 
ICT across all subjects. 

Year 9 & 10

In the junior school, students study 
compulsory and/or optional subjects from 
each of the eight Learning Areas in New 
Zealand curriculum: English, the Arts, 
Health and Physical Education, Languages, 
Mathematics and Statistics, Science, Social 
Sciences, and Technology. At this level, it 
is important for students to experience a 
wide range of subjects and identify their 
individual interests, while also developing 
the key skills and competencies required 
for success in the senior school.

Year 9 study: 

English, Health and Physical Education, 
Mathematics, Science, Social Science, 
Technology.
One Language choice: French, Japanese, 
Chinese, Maori, Samoan, or English 
Enrichment for those who need extra 
support with English (Spanish is available in 
Year 11). Two out of three Arts choices: Art, 
Drama/Dance, Music.

A Focus on Learning 
and Achievement
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We pride ourselves on our ability to cater for the academic needs of all our students, 
by offering a flexible curriculum with innovative and alternative subjects available 
alongside all the traditional school subjects.

Year 10 study:

Compulsory: English, Mathematics, 
Science, Social Sciences. 
Optional subjects include: Health and 
Physical Education, Languages, Technology 
(computing, food and materials), Arts (Art, 
Drama, Dance, Music, Media Studies), 
Social Sciences. (Business Studies, 
Philosophy)

Year 11, 12, 13

YEARS 11, 12 and 13 students are 
encouraged to maintain a broad, balanced 
programme, with their choices depending 
on their individual strengths and career 
aspirations. The opportunities to make 
individual subject choices increase as 
students progress through the year levels.

In Years 11, 12 and 13 students prepare 
for the National Certificate in Educational 
Achievement (NCEA). Further information 
on this qualification is available at  
www.nzqa.govt.nz

A full matrix of subject 
choices is available 
on our website 
www.aggs.school.nz

         My subject   
teachers have 

inspired me to believe 
in myself and that hard 
work really does pay 
off in the end.”
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Our girls develop global Our girls develop global
citizenship, independence citizenship, independence
and a life-long love of and a life-long love of 
learning.learning.
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Artistic and Cultural  
Experiences For All

Students can enjoy and take part Students can enjoy and take part 
in a wide range of activities, in a wide range of activities,
which include:which include:

Production

Shakespeare Festival 

Auckland Girls hosts in conjunction with  
Rotary

cultural richness

the brass, jazz or concert bands, the 
orchestra or the choir

Europe, Asia and the Pacific

Our students are also involved  Our students are also involved
in the wider community:in the wider community:

Service Committee
for organisations such as Auckland 
City Mission, Canteen and the Heart 
Foundation
Environment groups
Chorus, Trees For Survival planting 
scheme
Duke of Edinburgh Awards Scheme
Human Rights and Service groups
eg. Amnesty International, Youth Against 
Sweatshops, ASTRA

Our cultural successes are the result of a dynamic mix of talented and enthusiastic Our cultural successes are the result of a dynamic mix of talented and enthusiastic
students and dedicated staff, who value and are committed to the wider life of the students and dedicated staff, who value and are committed to the wider life of the
school. At Auckland Girls we encourage an appreciation of the Arts and we celebrate school. At Auckland Girls we encourage an appreciation of the Arts and we celebrate
our cultural diversity. our cultural diversity.



Outstanding Sports 
and Recreation

Auckland Girls has an outstanding sporting reputation. We promote participation 
in sport and recreation to develop well-being, discipline, commitment and a 
positive attitude.
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Something for Everyone

The wide variety of sports we offer means 
that most students have the opportunity to 
learn, participate and /or compete in both 
team and individual sports.

Sports Available

We offer a wide range of sports such as 
athletics, badminton, basketball, cricket, 
curling, dragon boating, kilikiti, gymnastics, 
volleyball, waterpolo, table tennis, 
swimming, diving, soccer, hockey, tennis, 
softball, netball, touch rugby, rugby union, 
outrigger canoeing (waka ama), bowling, 
lacrosse, petanque.

We Offer:

codes

gymnasium, swimming and diving 
pools

at bronze, silver and gold levels

week long camp for all Year 10 students

Sporting Success

We have a formidable reputation for 
sporting success and many of our students 
progress to compete at regional and 
national level.

We have recently held the titles for 
Auckland and NZ Secondary Schools 
Girls Senior Netball, Softball, Touch and 
Lacrosse and the Auckland Secondary 
Schools Girls Rugby and Curling titles. 
Our athletes also compete with significant 
success in the Secondary Schools Athletic 
Competition.

Since being at Auckland Girls 
I have grown into a strong, 

confident young woman and I will 
never forget the experiences, the 
teachers and the friends I have made 
while being here.”



Getting Started

We work hard to ensure that every Year 
9 student has a smooth transition to 
secondary school. Students spend the first 
few days of the school year in their form 
class getting to know the teacher and other 
students. They take part in the CHOICE 
PROGRAMME which is about confidence, 
learning their way around the school, study 
skills and time management and other skills 
important for coping with the social and 
academic expectations at secondary school. 
This programme is followed by orientation 
in using the school’s ICT resources, the 
Library and accessing student services. All 
Year 9 form classes take part in the PEER
SUPPORT PROGRAMME during Term 1, 
meeting weekly in small groups with Year 
13 student Peer Support Leaders who help 

students settle in quickly and comfortably to 
life at Auckland Girls.

Student Support

A wide range of services are provided to 
support students in all aspects of their 
school life:

Dean oversees the pastoral 
care of students. This Dean follows the 
students through for the five years they 
spend at Auckland Girls. 
The Counselling Area and Health 
Centre are run by well qualified 
professionals and are the nucleus for 
many of the Health initiatives in the 
school. 
Careers Education programmes are 
provided for all year levels, with the 
Careers Room providing a wealth 

of information and career advice for 
students throughout their time at 
Auckland Girls. 

Reading Room provides a range 
of activities which focus on literacy and 
provides extra support for students.

Leadership Opportunities

By Year 13, our students have often 
taken advantage of the many leadership 
opportunities available within the 
school. These students are wonderful 
role models for younger students with 
their maturity and confidence, epitomising 
our School Values in action. Student driven 
projects and lunchtime events organised by 
the Student Committees are common place, 
while presentations organised by student 
groups, add a unique flavour to assemblies.
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INDIVIDUALISED LEARNING AT AUCKLAND GIRLS’ GRAMMAR SCHOOL

Nga Tumanaki o Kahurangi
Our Kahurangi Whanau Unit caters 
for approximately 100 girls from Year 
9 to Year 13. The programme aims to 
develop Te Reo Maori language skills 
and knowledge of tikanga while also 
making available all of the subject 
choices that Auckland Girls offers. 
Kahurangi welcomes fluent speakers 
of Maori as well as beginners.

Learning Differences
Our Learning Centre supports 
individual students with special 
learning needs and designs 
programmes to meet the needs of 
these students. The Learning Centre 
also provides support for students 
who are identified by their teachers 
as needing extra assistance in all or 
some of their subjects. 

Gifted and Talented Students 
Students with high potential are 
identified and mentored. They are 
challenged through an extension 
programme and a range of activities 
and initiatives in the core subject areas. 
They may also be offered opportunities 
to be accelerated in individual 
subjects. 

A Supportive Learning
Environment

Our focus is on nuturing well rounded, independent, caring students who forge strong 
friendships within a safe and supportive learning environment.
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Our highly qualified teachers are Our highly qualified teachers are
skilled subject specialists who are skilled subject specialists who are
passionate about their subjects passionate about their subjects
and committed to their students.and committed to their students.
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We are committed to providing an education for young women, which encourages 
achievement and self-esteem, fosters a co-operative spirit and celebrates diversity.

Educated at Auckland Girls 
Equipped for the World

We ensure that students develop the 
knowledge, skills and attitudes necessary 
to face the challenges of the future and to 
participate in a bi-cultural and ethnically 
diverse society. 

Our goal is to provide opportunities for 
all students to experience success in the 
classroom and in co-curricular activities, 
so they become competent, confident, 
caring and socially responsible young 
women who are able to live and work in 

take on the world!

Auckland Girls is a place where young 
women can truly celebrate their strengths 
and their differences. It is also a community 
where endeavour and excellence, 
competition and cooperation, challenge 
and compassion are all considered vitally 
important.

         I have been   
able to make  

friends from all over 
the world, ...this has 
definitely educated me 
in terms of knowing 
and understanding 
different people, a 
skill which is crucial 
in today’s world.”



For further information, please visit our website www.aggs.school.nz 



www.aggs.school.nz
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TEL  TEL +64 9 307 4180 +64 9 307 4180
FAX  FAX +64 9 309 9152+64 9 309 9152
14 Howe Street, Newton,14 Howe Street, Newton,
Auckland 1145, New Zealand Auckland 1145, New Zealand
PO Box 68 053, Newton,  PO Box 68 053, Newton,
Auckland 1145, New ZealandAuckland 1145, New Zealand
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