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 MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
Dear Parents and Caregivers 

This will be the last Newsletter I will write as Principal.  
As I said at our Senior Prizegiving it has been an honour 
and a privilege to serve as your Principal for the last 19 
years and I am sad to be leaving this great school.   

The best part of my job has been the wonderful students 
both past and present.  I have admired the genuine pride 
and love which they have for their school and the way 
they care about each other.  I have also taken great pride 
over the years in observing our girls grow into fine 
young women, who leave school ready and eager to go 
onto tertiary institutions and to the world of work and 
who experience significant success and  make major con-
tributions to their communities and indeed to the world.   

Auckland Girls’ Grammar School will continue to have a 
special place in my heart but the time has come for me 
to go and I am looking forward to spending more time 
with my family.   

Your new Principal, Ngaire Ashmore, is an experienced 
Principal and will be coming to AGGS from Tangaroa 
College.  Ngaire already has a connection with AGGS, as 
her mother is an old girl of this school.   
 

Ngaire was  welcomed to AGGS with a Powhiri on 2 
December.  She was escorted by a large contingent of 
staff and students from Tangaroa College along with her 
family and past principals who in a moving ceremony  
handed her over to us, her new school.   
 

I am confident that I am leaving the school in good hands 
and I know that you will give her a very warm welcome 
when she starts next year.    

I thank you for entrusting us with your daughters educa-
tion and I can assure you that our teachers will continue 
to work tirelessly, along with our new Principal, to give 
them every opportunity to achieve to their fullest poten-
tial. 
 

I wish you all a very Happy Christmas and a safe, enjoya-
ble and relaxing summer vacation.   

 

Liz Thomson 
Principal 

JUNIOR PRIZEGIVING  
Wednesday 14 December 10.45 a.m.  

Parents of our Year 9 and 10 girls are warmly invited to at-
tend our Junior Prizegiving Ceremony on Wednesday 14 De-
cember.  The ceremony will be held in the DWC and will 
start promptly at 10.45 a.m.     

Wednesday 14 December will also be the last day of school 
for our students. 

Students will be given their final school reports for the year 
during form time on Prizegiving day.   

School buses will run as usual in the morning but there will be 
no buses provided at the end of the ceremony and students 
will need to make their own way home.   

All Year 9 & 10 students are expected to be at school and to 
attend Prizegiving.   

START OF TERM 1 2017  
 

 Tuesday 31 January—9.00 a.m. Welcome Powhiri  
for all new students and staff 

 Wednesday 1 February—Year 10 students start 
school with a Welcome Assembly at 9.00 a.m. 
School finishes at 2 p.m.   

 Thursday 2 February—All year levels at school 9 
a.m. to 2 p.m.  

 Friday 3 February— All students in timetabled clas-
ses.  Normal school hours start today —school 
starts at 8.50 a.m. and finishes at 3.20 p.m.  

 Monday 6 February—Waitangi Day— 
public holiday. 
 

Information about opening times in the New Year for our 
School Office and our Uniform Shop are on the AGGS 
website:  www.aggs.school.nz  

We will be posting any information about transport, 2017 
stationery lists etc there and we encourage you to check the 
website on a regular basis.   
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 AGGS JUNIOR SCIENCE EXPO 
The Science Faculty held its annual Science Careers Expo on 
Friday 25th November. The expo had stands and displays 
from all of the local tertiary  providers plus Careers New 
Zealand, Future in Tech and Kia Ora Hauora who promote 
health careers for Māori students.  
This year, as well as finding out about the wide range of 
science courses available,  students had the opportunity to 
taste ice cream made with dry ice, explore models of human 
organs, and take a virtual reality tour of a spaceship or riding 
a roller coaster. 

The expo is part of the Science Faculty’s strategy for en-
couraging students, particularly Māori and Pasifika to con-
tinue with science and to widen students’ perceptions of the 
range of science careers available. The junior school is a key 
time for this as students’ decisions about subject to study in 
Year 11 can have major impact on their ability to continue in 
science after secondary school. 

Visit from Kanda Jogakuen School 
On Friday 18 November we were delighted to welcome 
the inaugural visit of a group of 20 students and two 
staff members from our sister school Kanda Jogakuen in 
Tokyo. This is the newest of our sister school relation-
ships: Ms Thomson signed the agreement with Ms 
Takahashi, Principal of Kanda Jogakuen, when she visit-
ed the school in 2014.  

The visit began with a powhiri beautifully led by Year 9 
and 10 Kahurangi students. Our guests responded with 
a wonderful song which impressed all who were in the 
Study Hall. 

Following the powhiri, the students from Kanda were 
matched with their buddies for the day from the Year 10 
Japanese class. As one of the students from Kanda put it: 
“at first the students were very nervous, but as we were 
eating sweets and folding origami, everyone was able to 
communicate in their own way”. Our visitors also gave 

a presentation about their school. 

After lunch, the visiting students joined with some 
Year 9 and 10 students for basketball and other 
activities and proved very competitive. Their visit 
to AGGS was concluded with a lesson in Samoan 
dance and language led by one of the Year 9 Samo-
an classes. 

Despite the limitations of language, it was wonder-
ful to see the genuine communication taking place 
between the students of Kanda Jogakuen and the 
many different cultures of our AGGS students. 
‘Educated at Auckland Girls’ Grammar School 
Equipped for the World.’ 
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YEAR 10 ACTIVE LIFESTYLES 
From Wednesday 7 December to Friday 9 December, 
our Year 10 girls will be taking part in a variety of activities 
aimed at developing team building, co-operative, collaborative 
and problem solving skills.  They will also be introduced to a 
variety of sporting activities they may not have tried before, 
like mountain biking, archery and kayaking.    

Students will also  choose from a number of other small group 
activities, including visits to Rainbows End, or Waiwera hot 
pools, rock climbing, surfing or sailing.   

Many of the activities will be led by professional trainers.  

As well as providing heaps of learning experiences the three 
days promise to be a great deal of fun for all involved and are 
compulsory for all Year 10 students.   

YEAR 9 ASIA AWARE PROGRAMME  
While our Year 10 girls are  busy with their active Lifestyles 
Programme, our Year 9 students will be exploring the cul-
tures, foods, languages, dance, martial arts and customs of a 
number of our Asian neighbours.     

Wednesday Dec 7th is the Opening ceremony – speeches and 
Taiko drummers will perform. Then students spend the rest of 
day and day Thursday working in country groups.  The groups 
are India, China, Philippines, Japan, Thailand and Korea. Stu-
dents will experience 2 countries.   

On Friday they will work in country groups for the morning 
and this will be followed by a closing ceremony.  
The closing ceremony will include a Tai Chi demonstration, 
Chinese traditional musical instrument performance, a 
Taekwon Do demonstration, Thai-Kick boxing, Bollywood 
performance and Punjabi dancers. 

TRANSPORT TO SCHOOL 2017 
We have been advised by Auckland Transport that 
because of the updated more efficient South Auckland 
bus and train service, which came into operation early 
in November, it will not be providing dedicated 
school buses from South Auckland in 2017.   

New timetables for travelling for our students have 
been prepared.  All of these options involve either 
train or bus or a combination of both, for which your 
daughter will need an ATHOP card.  The timetables 
can be found on this link https://at.govt.nz/bus-train

-ferry/timetables/#Newsouth . 

Many south Auckland buses travel along Symonds 
Street, which is 15 minutes’ walk from school. There 
are also a number of bus services from Britomart in-
cluding the Link service from Customs Street and bus-
es from Midtown to K Rd .  There will continue to be 
a dedicated school bus, 015, that will come directly to 
Auckland Girls from Britomart in the mornings.  It 
will leave Britomart at 8.15 a.m each day. 

Auckland Transport’s number for more information is 
366 6400 and the ATHOP number is 366 4467.  We 
will keep you updated with any further information 
we receive on public bus and train travel for next 
year.   

We are speaking with a number of bus companies about the 
possibility of contracting a private company to provide a bus 
service from South Auckland based on the same route as our 
current school bus service and we will keep you informed with 
developments on this through our school website and by e-
mail.   

i-Centre 

 
Summer Reading Programme  
The aim of this programme is to maintain and develop 
good reading routines over the summer break. Your 
daughter will be allowed to borrow five books to read 
over the summer. 

To be eligible to take part in this programme she must: 

1. Be coming back to AGGS next year. 
2. Have no outstanding overdue books 
3. Have your signature on the permission slip. 
Do encourage your daughter to take part in this pro-
gramme. 
Permission slips are available from the i-Centre or from 
your daughters’ English teachers. 

Junior Performance Showcase  
23 November  

Some of you will have been lucky enough to see our talented 
Year 9 and 10 girls perform at the Junior Performance Show-
case  in the DWC on 23 November. 

For the evening’s performance, the Dance and Drama teachers 
combined their classes  and worked collaboratively to create 
dance drama presentations of Maori myths.  Rhonda Tibble, 
Head of Maori inspired the classes in the research phase.  The 
performers wore beautiful costumes that had been designed and 
made by Ms Forde’s textile classes.  All of the students were 
proud of their work and rightly so.   

Another group presented a drama devised with the help of an ex
-AGGS student Selu Iloahefaiva who is in her final year studying 
Drama and will be going to teacher training next year.  Selu did 
a wonderful job in directing our Year 10 students to perform so 
brilliantly.   

Many congratulations to all those involved in putting 
on such a great evening.   
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AGGS 2016 SPORTS AWARDS 

It was particularly pleasing to see the Junior School well 
represented at our annual Sports Awards held on 27 Octo-
ber.  Junior students were among  the finalists and winners 
of a number of the afternoon’s top awards including Team 
of the Year, Supreme Class Trophy, Best All Round Sports-
womAn and of course Wahine Toa Junior Sportswoman of 
the Year.  A full list of recipients will be published in the 
2016 yearbook and photos have been posted on the AGGS 
Sport Facebook Page.  Here is a summary of the major 
awards: 

Fair Play Award Michelle Tuitupou 

Supreme Class Trophy 9MT 
 Student Volunteer of the Year Paris Whenuaroa 
Team of the Year  Premier Basketball 
Coach of the Year  John Subritzky 
Best All-Round Sportswoman   Charlize  Tumu-Makara 
Junior Sportswoman of the Year  Imogene Noble 
Senior Sportswoman of the Year  Ellena Taiseni 

Term 4 Sport 

Cricket – We fielded a single team in the Year 9 & 10  
competition.  The team played well reaching the final unde-
feated before being beaten by a very good One Tree Hill 
College Team and had to settle for second place.  Despite 
the loss, the team can be proud that they played well 
throughout the season.  Big thanks to Mr Morgan for his 
stewardship of the team. 

Kilikiti – With the dates for Kilikiti being moved forward 
by a week, we went into the competition with less prepara-
tion than normal.  Despite this, Ms Peters and Ms Leiataua 
lead our team to the Domain to compete against the big 
guns in the A Grade.  While we didn’t win the entire event, 
we acquitted ourselves well and left with our heads held 
high. 

Rugby 7s – This was the only Open (not junior-only) 
Sport offered so far this term and this meant we were in a 
position to field a strong team for the Auckland Champion-
ships.  The tournament started with a narrow loss to the 
reigning National Champions and finished with a narrow 
loss to this year’s Auckland Champions.  Throughout the 
day the team bonded and some fantastic rugby was played.  
Congratulations to Cheryl Taumafai and Charlise Tu-
mu-Makara who were subsequently selected in the Auck-
land U19 7s Team and a big thank you to coaches Ms Ketaki 
Khare and Chantal Baker. 

Softball – For a change and in an attempt to get more 
consistent games we took part in the North Harbour Mixed 
Competition which has proven to be really positive.  Con-
gratulations to the team which performed well picking up 
some good wins including a particularly memorable win 
over an Albany Junior High Boys Team!  At the Auckland 
One Day Tournament we drew eventual Champions One 

Tree Hill College in our pool.  Their inclusion in our pool 
put us at a huge disadvantage as they easily beat both us 
and Avondale College, effectively ending both teams 
hopes of reaching the finals.  Despite this disadvantage our 
team performed well placing 5th overall.   Thanks you to 
Ms Dammers who managed the team during the regular 
season and a big thank you to Coach, Ms Rachel Young, 
under whose tutelage the team  improved in leaps and 
bounds. 

Tag – We entered the Auckland Championships with 
high hopes, a star studded team with numerous repre-
sentative players, a good coach and a can-do attitude.  The 
team played well throughout the tournament but unfortu-
nately lost the last game to Aorere College, a win which 
would have given us the title.   Thank you to Coach, John 
Nanai for the time and effort he put into the team. 

Touch - In a repeat of the previous seven Junior & Sen-
ior Zone competitions we finished 2nd in the Round Robin 
and advanced to the semi-finals where we played Ba-
radene.  For the seventh consecutive time we beat Ba-
radene by the smallest of margins.  This win qualified us 
for the Auckland Championships and set up a final with 
favourites Mt Albert Grammar School for the seventh 
consecutive time, a school that has beaten us in the previ-
ous six Senior or Junior Central Zone Finals.  Our girls 
thought that MAGS was too good, MAGS thought that 
they were going to win.   When the game went into a 
drop-off things became extremely tense and it was AGGS 
that finally emerged victorious!   Thanks to coach Tony 
Lagahetau and Manager, Ms Tabitha Tumu-Makara for 
their fantastic work coaching and managing the team.  The 
team now turns its attention to the Auckland Champion-
ships on Monday 5th December where we will go in as the 
top ranked Central Zone Team! 

Waka Ama – The Junior Waka Ama Regatta was held 
on 5th November and we had our best performance in 
recent years winning all the division 1 girls and mixed 
(with De La Salle) trophies.  Between us and De La Salle 
we entered 10 x W6 Mixed Teams, 6x Girls W6 Teams 
and 6 W12 Mixed Teams.  Thanks to the senior students 
who coached four of the crews:  Rautea Mitchell, Kayla 
Mehau, Jakahana-Lee MacCartney and Ashley Pile.  Mas-
sive thanks to head Coach Mr Wayne Pile. 

Coming Events—Our Touch Team will be competing 
in the National Touch Championships from 9 to 11 De-
cember.  We wish them  every success and invite students 
to come and support the respective events over the re-
spective weekends as they are both being held in Auck-
land. 


