
 

 

 

 

 

 

NEWSLETTER 

Kia ora, Kia orana, Talofa Lava, Fakalofa lahi atu, Malo e lelei, Namaste, Ni Hao, Greetings 

Issue 5/18  
20/06/2018 

 

 

 

 

CHANGES TO BUS SERVICES IN 

AUCKLAND’S  

CENTRAL SUBURBS 

From Sunday 8 July, most bus services in the Central Sub-

urbs are changing, the changes include new bus routes, 

new route numbers, new timetables, some bus stop 

changes and some school bus changes. 

These changes have been designed to provide a simpler, 

more integrated public transport network for Auckland 

with more frequent services and better connections. 

The main change for AGGS is that the school bus service 

from Britomart to AGGS which leaves Britomart at 8.30 

a.m in the morning, will no longer be running.   

Replacing this service will be a new more frequent public 

bus service—route number 106 — the timetable for the 

changes can be found here : https://at.govt.nz/

media/1977192/cn07_pt-chevalier_july-2018-web.pdf . This 

link has all the bus changes—just scroll down to find the 106 

timetable.  

The 106 bus will leave in the mornings from the same bus stop 

that the Britomart school bus left from—at 8.05 a.m.; 8.20 

a.m and 8.35 a.m. —all of these buses will stop in Howe Street 

and get the girls to school on time.  There will be half hourly 

return services to Britomart in the afternoon.   

There is also a 105 bus  between  Richmond Road and the City 

Centre which stops in K’ Road.  This bus will run every 20 

minutes.   

If your daughter uses the Britomart to Howe Street school 

bus in the morning, please will you ensure that she knows 

about this change, which for our girls will start on 23 July. 

 

SENIOR REPORTS &  

SENIOR  

PARENT TEACHER  

EVENING—28 June 

Printed senior reports will be given to your 

daughters to bring home — on Thursday 21 

June to Year 12 and 13 students and on Fri-

day 22 June to Year 11 students.  Reports 

will also be e-mailed to  you on 22 June.   

Parents of senior students are encouraged 

to take advantage of the our Parent 

Teacher Evening on Thursday 28 

June 3.30 to 7 p.m.   to meet with their 

daughters teachers and discuss her pro-

gress to date this year. 

A letter with information about making ap-

pointments through our school portal has 

been sent to parents, or you can call the 

school office on 307 4180 and our office staff 

will be happy to help you to make your ap-

pointments.  

KAHURANGI WHANAU HUI  

28 June 6 for 6.30 p.m.  

Parents of our Nga Tumanako o Kahurangi students are invited to a 

Whanau Hui, also on 28 June to be held in the Study Hall.. 

Professor Tania Ka’ai will be attending the hui to present her recently 

completed Kahurangi Review Report, which was commissioned by the 

Board of Trustees, to Kahurangi parents.  

FROM THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

At it’s meeting on 29 May the Board voted to select Marie Holo to fill 

the Casual Vacancy on the Board, which was created by the resignation 

of Precilla Betham-Taua’a.  Marie is a mother of two AGGS students and 

will bring considerable financial experience to the Board table.  

The Board also decided to co-opt Dr Gary Bramley for the remainder of 

this Board’s term of office.  Gary has  two daughters at AGGS, both in 

Kahurangi and he has considerable governance experience with a num-

ber of organisations. 

Board members were delighted with the response from parents who 

expressed an interest in joining the Board.  This bodes well for the next 

Board election, which will be in mid-2019. 

The next meeting of the Board is on Tuesday 26 June at 5.30 p.m. in the 

Jubilee Library and you are warmly invited to attend.   

https://at.govt.nz/media/1977192/cn07_pt-chevalier_july-2018-web.pdf
https://at.govt.nz/media/1977192/cn07_pt-chevalier_july-2018-web.pdf
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NATIONAL REVIEW OF NCEA  

Have your say 

This year, as part of the Education Conversation or Kōrero Mātau-
ranga , New Zealanders have an opportunity to explore ways to 
strengthen NCEA.  Over the next few months the Government is 
inviting  everyone with an interest in NCEA to share their experi-
ences and ideas— in English or Te Reo Māori, online or on paper, 
at workshops or hui, or through social media - you choose. 
 

Reviewing the NCEA ensures that it remains fit for purpose and 
continues to support young people to succeed on a diverse range 
of pathways. 

You can find out more about the consultation and how you can 

have your say on Education Conversation | Kōrero Mātauranga . 

The consultation closes on 16 September 2018. 

You  may wish to attend one of these two NCEA Review Public 

Workshops on:  

25 June, 7.00pm-9.30pm at One Tree Hill College Hall or   
27 June, 7.00pm-9.30pm, MIT Pasifika Centre 

 

NCEA FEES 2018 

A reminder that the deadline for payment is 18th 

August  http:www.nzqa.govt.nz/about-us/our-
role/legislation/fees/secondary-education-

fees/.  Payment is to be made to the school shop, or 

by direct deposit into the school’s bank account.  
Bank Account Number : 12-3209-0059410-00  
Please make sure that the deposit includes :The 
student's name (first initial and surname) and Year 
level.  The Reference section should say NCEA 2018 
fees. 
Financial Assistance  
Your family may meet the criteria for financial assis-

tance which reduces the fees considerably.  

Financial assistance forms can be downloaded from 

NZQA website (www.nzqa.govt.nz) or are available 

at school by contacting  Alison Porter  Accounts on 

DD1 307-4180 or by email aporter@aggs.school.nz. 

The Passing Exams School Holidays Workshop  

At Auckland Girls on Monday 9th July from 1pm-3pm in the i-Centre 

for Year 11 to 13 students  

 
Patrick Sherratt, a highly recommended presenter, will run this workshop for Year 11-13 students who would like to learn 
about his five-step examination preparation strategy, which provides practical solutions to the typical challenges students 
face as they prepare for external examinations. 
It is a highly interactive workshop and will include the use of relaxation techniques to enhance attention, how to write con-
densed study notes and how to enhance memory retention. 
The cost is $5 per student which needs to be paid to the School Shop by Thursday 28th June.  
This is an excellent opportunity for your daughter and we hope that you will encourage her to attend.  
The school is subsidising the workshop for our students. 

PROJECT K  

Project K is a 14-month programme designed for Year 10 
students. There are three parts to the programme.  Six 
Year 10 students have been selected to take part in Pro-
ject K for 2018.  

On Thursday 28th June, the students will start their 17 
day Wilderness Adventure where they will Kayak, Moun-
tain Bike and Tramp in the Thames/Coromandel area.  In 
Term 3 they take part in a two day Community Challenge 
and in August they begin a 12 month mentoring pro-
gramme.  

Congratulations to  Celeste Crichton, Maryon Keleti, An-
duriana Talanoa, Esther Teaurere, Una Tohu-Shute and 
Maijah Tuakanangaro.  

Project K focusses on building confidence, teaching life 
skills, promoting good health, relationships and encour-
aging a positive attitude.   This is the 8th year that AGGS 
has been part of this programme. 

SCIENCE WEEK  

Our annual Science Week was held at AGGS from 11 to 15 
June,  it was both a fun and educational experience for the 
many students who took part as many aspects of science were 
incorporated into the program each day.  
To start off the week, students lined up to create and decorate 
their own slime using only glue, borax, and shaving cream.  

On Tuesday, teams of students set out to build durable bridges 
out of newspaper and tape and prizes for the best creations 
were won.  

The next day, there was an impressive turnout of students ea-
ger to participate in friendly kahoot rounds, and on Thursday a 
riddle-esque scavenger hunt was held where students ran all 
over the school to collect riddles and try to answer them cor-
rectly.    Finally, on Friday we held a teachers vs. students fami-
ly feud inspired science trivia, with the students taking it 

out!  Go girls.   
Pictures are on the AGGS Science Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/aggsscience/
posts/440048103129723   

http://www.conversation.education.govt.nz/ncea
http://www.conversation.education.govt.nz/ncea
https://conversation.education.govt.nz/ncea
http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/about-us/our-role/legislation/fees/secondary-education-fees/
http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/about-us/our-role/legislation/fees/secondary-education-fees/
http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/about-us/our-role/legislation/fees/secondary-education-fees/
http://www.nzqa.govt.nz
mailto:aporter@aggs.school.nz
https://www.facebook.com/aggsscience/posts/440048103129723
https://www.facebook.com/aggsscience/posts/440048103129723
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 AGGS SPORT  Basketball 

This year we have two basketball 

teams – a Premier team and an U17 

team.  Expectations are high for both 

teams, both of  which are the current 

Auckland Champions.   

Our Premier team has lost two of last 

year’s players and only have a squad 

of eight players this year.  Regardless 

of the depleted squad they have fin-

ished the first half of the season un-

defeated with seven straight wins. 

AGGS Premier Basketball Team—celebrate another win 

Despite being current champions, our U17 team can’t claim the favourite’s title; that accolade belongs to Massey High 

School, which beat us three times last year and have already beaten us once this year.  The challenge with Massey is that 

they sit in our pool so we will play them a couple more times before both teams (hopefully) advance to the Auckland 

Championships next term.  Massey aside our U17 team is tracking well with wins against the other teams they have played 

this season. 

Badminton 

We have 7 teams entered in the Auckland Badminton Competi-

tion,  being played at both the Auckland Badminton Centre and 

Epsom Girls’ Grammar School.   

Our top team is playing in the  Girls B Grade (which, despite it’s 

name is the top Girls Badminton grade); we remain undefeated 

after five rounds and are well positioned to continue this form 

through to the end of the season. 

Teams 2, 3 and 4 are  in the 14 strong Girls C division where 

they all currently sit second equal with one of the St Cuthberts 

teams.  With 4 games remaining a podium finish is extremely 

likely for one or two of our teams. 

In the Girls D Grade AGGS 5 sits on top of the points table, 

ahead of St Cuthbert’s on matches won.   

AGGS 6 sit mid table with three wins and three losses. 

Football 

We did not have quite enough girls to form two teams, so a 

squad of 19 players was selected for one team.  The team has 

performed well on and off the field with  fantastic commitment 

to both training and games.  Unfortunately, the season has 

been marred by poor weather,  of the first five games, one was 

cancelled and two postponed due to weather.  The two games 

played have been pleasing with the team collecting two well 

deserved wins. 

Hockey 

After a slow start our Hockey  team is improving constantly and 

the addition of new goalie, Lex Macgregor-Hay has been a real 

positive.  Despite a win by default, we are yet to win a game 

with our best result being a 1-1 draw against Mt Albert Gram-

mar.  Fingers crossed for better results as the team continues 

to grow.   

We would welcome new members into the Hockey team – see 

Ms Chand in the Sports Department or DP, Mr Morgan if you 

are interested. 

Netball 

Grading is complete and we are now three weeks into the 

weekly season.  Our Premier team was disappointedly 

graded in the Senior A Division but  has continued to make 

the best of the situation with three wins to start the sea-

son.  Our second senior team has played well in its Senior 

A reserve grade with wins in its first two games before 

succumbing  to Howick by a single point in last week’s 

game.   

Our Senior C team had a slow start posting their first win 

last week.   

Our Year 10 team  playing in the top division continues to 

struggle for a win but has now met the top three teams in 

a row.  They now face Howick next week to try and turn 

their fortunes around.   

Our Year 9 teams are having a great season with all three 

teams sitting at the top of their respective pools.   

Lacrosse 

Finding Lacrosse Coaches is a real challenge for schools 

and as the competition has expanded many schools have 

had to rely on players doing the coaching.  For the second 

time we are lucky this year to have Year 13 student,  Athe-

na Nonoy coaching our Lacrosse team.   

Under her tuition the team has constantly improved – 

starting with a 2-10 loss in game one all the way to a 20-5 

win last game.  The team now has three wins from six 

games and more importantly these three wins have all 

come in the last four games.  This week’s game, against 

Glendowie will determine if the team makes the top four 

playoffs for its division. 



THE AGGS WEBSITE  http://www.aggs.school.nz/ our  
FACEBOOK PAGE  https://www.facebook.com/AucklandGirlsGrammarSchool/  AND  

THE KAMAR PARENT PORTAL  https://kamarportal.aggs.school.nz/ 

- are all kept up to date and are useful for accessing a wealth of information  -  school news and events,  your daughters’ 
attendance, assessment results, the dates when her assessments are due, the school calendar and so much more.  You can 
also update your contact details using the parent portal.  

A busy itinerary is planned which includes visits to historic 

Hanoi,  Ho Chi Minh City, and, UNESCO world heritage Hoi 

An City;  an overnight cruise on a junk boat, and a visit to 

the floating markets of Cai Beh where they will cruise 

through the stalls on small boats and have lunch in a local 

home.   

 

They will be reminded of the futility of war and the sad 

years when South and North Vietnam were at war when 

they visit some of the historic war sites  and cemeteries 

including the Ben Hai River and the Hien Luong Bridge, 

which were  the former borders between North and 

South Vietnam.   

The girls will touch down in Auckland on 16 July after 

what we have no doubt will have been a most memorable 

trip.   

have booked twelve spaces for sports students to take part 

this year.  In addition to these places both 13PED classes 

will be competing as part of their subject assessments.  The 

twelve spots available for sports students will be selected 

based on who returns their permission slip and fees first.  

Permission slips are available from the lower gym. 

Weightlifting 

We have been working with Sport Auckland and the Olym-

pic Weightlifting Gym in Epsom to introduce Weightlifting 

to AGGS.   

At the moment details are being finalised but we are look-

ing at starting in Term three with training on  Mondays, 

Wednesdays  and Fridays after school.   

Any student who is interested in taking part please see Mr 

Peters in the Lower Gym.  

CONGRATULATIONS TO:  
Year 12 student,  Sining Ye, whose passion is Fencing.  
Sining was placed first in the Women’s Foil in the National 
Under 23 Championship and third in the North Island Fenc-
ing Championship and to  

Year 11 student, Crystal Chanwong—Auckland Girls’ 
Under 16 Chess Champion 2018  

144 girls aged from 5 to 18 competed  in the event on Fri-
day 15 June 2018, run by the Waitakere Chess Club at the 
Mt Albert War Memorial Hall. 

More Sport Rugby 

After one year’s absence we are back competing in the 

Girl’s 1st XV competition.  It has been a difficult season 

so far with the team having not posted a win to date.    

Despite the score lines, the team is improving weekly 

and their positional awareness, technique and ability 

to read the game is markedly improved from the start 

of the season.  Add to this the large number of junior 

players in the team and the future looks positive. 

Coming in Term 3 

 

Get 2 Go Challenge  

This event is for students who have played little or no 

sport for the school this year.  The event has a similar 

format to TV’s amazing race, with students travelling 

around Auckland taking part in various events to earn 

points.  The events change each year but students can 

expect to take part in at least three of the following: 

Kayaking, Mountain Biking Orienteering and Rock 

Climbing.  This event is only open to Year 9 and 10 stu-

dents who will be selected on a first in first served ba-

sis.  Permission slips are available from the lower gym. 

Tough Guy and Gal Challenge 

This is a mud run that will take place in Term 3.  We 

Cháo Vietnam  

On 4 July, 30 excited Year 11 to Year 13 students will 

head off with three teachers on a long anticipated trip to 

Vietnam.  

http://www.aggs.school.nz/
https://www.facebook.com/AucklandGirlsGrammarSchool/
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On Thursday 14th June, Miss Price’s Year 12 and Mr Isaacs’ 
Year 13 Geography classes went on a field trip to Maori Bay 
and Muriwai Beach.  

After a long ride to our destination, us students were able to 
experience an amazing clear view of the high tides coming in 
whilst testing our experiments on shore.   
Some data that we had to collect for this report was to 
measure the dune profile with measuring tape, sticks and a 
protractor with a straw to see the height of the slope, other 
data needed was timing the long shore drift with the help of 
throwing a tennis ball in the water in between a certain dis-
tance of sticks and timing how long it would take the shore 
drift to bring the ball back in.  

Some even thought running into the water and taking selfies 
would help them finish off their experiments.  

After collecting our data from Maori Bay, Mr Isaacs, 
wearing jeans to the beach, was  eager to show us the 
locations of the lookouts that were nearby. By the time 
we were on our way I was already out of breath strug-
gling to walk up the first hill, followed by so many more 
that he didn’t tell us about. But as we finally stopped 
and visited these breathtaking lookout spots, literally 
breathtaking  it was kind of worth the sweat.  

Overall the day was full of blood, sweat and tears for 
me as well as fun, adventure and meaningful learning in 
preparation for our assessment. Thank you both Miss 
Price and Mr Isaacs for organising this event for us Ge-
ography students to allow us to interact with the 
coastal environment for this assessment.  

Written by: Janet Tunufai (Year 12) 

YEAR 12 and 13 GEOGRAPHY AT MURIWAI  

Saying hello to the Gannets at  Muriwai 

YEAR 9 VISIT THE DOCUMENTARY FILM FESTIVAL  

ON 30 MAY TO SEE ANOTE’S ARK  

What happens when your country is being swallowed by the sea?  As climate change causes sea levels to rise the low-lying 

Pacific Island nation, Kiribati is drowning.   Anote Tong, Kiribati’s endearing president, must find a way to make sure his is-

land and his people can survive.  It’s a race against time.  Anote’s Ark interweaves two poignant stories. While Anote seeks 

help from the International Community and investigates futuristic underwater cities, Sermary, a young mother of six, must 

decide whether or not to leave her island and 4000-year-old culture behind and migrate to a new life in Aotearoa, NZ. 
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DOWN TO BUSINESS 

YEAR 13 BUSINESS STUDIES  

Our Year 13 Business Studies students are competing in 
the Lion Foundation Young Enterprise Scheme.  This pro-
gramme gives students the opportunity to work in groups 
to set up and run their own business enterprise through-
out the school year.   
Students become company directors and design, market 
and sell a real product or service of their choice.  They also 
gain NCEA credits.   

Auckland Girls’ has 4 companies this year producing a 
range of products. The companies recently pitched their 
products to business judges at ‘The Pitch’ (a similar con-
cept to Dragons Den) competing against teams from other 
Auckland schools, vying for a share of $10,000 Kiwibank 
sponsorship.  We are very grateful for  the support of the 
members of the Downtown Rotary who mentor our 
teams and have helped the students prepare for the 
event. 

Kiwi Ed have created a New Zealand history colouring 
book aimed at primary school children with Maori subti-
tles (attached photo is the front cover of their 
book).   Siale Oils are producing a Tongan-inspired body 
oil (attached photo is just before their presentation at the 
pitch).  Pure Pacific Youth has developed a scented travel 
pillow covered in Pasifika and Maori themed fabric and 
Un;versal are about to print a Mindful Journal aimed at 
reducing anxiety in young people.   

Watch this space—as the companies will soon begin mar-
keting their products 

Front page of Kiwi Eds NZ History Colouring Book 

Siale Oil—all ready to present their product  

YEAR 12 MARKETING DAYS  

Wonderful research, planning, production and marketing con-
tributed to highly successful Market Days for Y12 Business 
Studies students.   
The Business Activity Internal, worth 9 credits, also resulted in 
close to $1000 being donated to various community groups and 
charities.    At this level the girls were required to write a Busi-

ness Plan, implement it at a Market  Day, review their 
outcomes then repeat the exercise with the goal of 
improving their results.  
In addition, the task required a community focus so all 
profits were donated to groups chosen by the students 
SPCA, Ronald McDonald House, Women’s Refuge, Auck-
land City Mission, MND and BCAC.   
Congratulations everyone for a great effort!  



AGGS SCHOOL UNIFORM UPDATE 

We have been working with the Uniform Group on updating 

our school uniform, which has not been updated for many 

years. 

The updated uniform will be introduced gradually and will be, 

in the main, less expensive than the current uniform.  The 

updated uniform, is currently  on display in the Study Hall and 

diagrams and costs are in the Important Information section 

of our website—School Uniform 2019 . 

 

In 2019: 
all of our Year 9 students will be wearing the updated  uni-

form, which will be a blazer, short or long sleeved blouse and 

a knee length skirt.   

 

Our Year 10 and 11 students can continue to wear the 

current uniform, but if they need to replace any items of uni-

form they will do so with the updated styles.  Year 11 stu-

dents can choose to wear a long or knee length skirt.  

 

Following on from the successful introduction of our Year 13 

uniform at the beginning of this year, in 2019 our Year 12 

and Year 13 students will be wearing the senior uni-

form, which is a new style shirt and a tie.  Year 12 and 13 

students can still wear the previous skirt and blazer. 

 

Optional Uniform Items  for all students are: 

A jersey, jacket (soft shell) and a school scarf.  

 

 

We will also be making some changes to the way in which 

the uniform is purchased.  From the beginning of Term 4 

2018 the management and operations of the Uniform sec-

tion of our school shop will be run by the Uniform Group, 

independently of the school but based in a section of our 

School Shop. 

 

Parents will  have the opportunity to order and pay online 

for the school uniform and to place items on lay by with 

Uniform Group.   Parents will also be able to pay small regu-

lar amounts into the Uniform Group  bank account for items 

of uniform that will be required throughout the year.  

 

Payment of fees, trips, text books and stationery etc will still 

be handled by the school through the school shop and par-

ents can continue to pay directly to the school bank account 

for other times that students require throughout the year. 

 

Selling the uniform through Uniform Group will mean that 

school staff are freed up for other core administrative, edu-

cational tasks.   

 

 

 

Year 12 Biology Classes trip to TiriTiri Matangi on 15 June—to get up close to our wonderful birds.  


