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Kia ora, Kia orana, Talofa Lava, Fakalofa lahi atu,  Malo e lelei, Namaste, Ni Hao, As-salāmu ‘alaykum, Greetings 

Senior Practice Examinations 
16 to 20 September  

Year 11, 12 and 13 students will have an opportunity to  
prac ce for their NCEA External Examina ons, under  
examina on condi ons in Week 9  (16th – 20th September) this 
term.  

Your daughter should be preparing for these examina ons 
star ng now,  the results of which will give her a good  
indica on of what further work she needs to do to ensure that 
she is  fully prepared for the NCEA external examina ons in 
November.  

You can support her by: 

Ensuring that she has a quiet working space where she can 

study. 

Encouraging her to make a study plan in her diary. 

Helping her manage her me and commitments, to ensure 

she has me for regular study. 

Encouraging her to a end tutorials offered at school and to 

ask her teachers for help. 

 Reminding her to access revision resources that are available 

to her through the school ‐ on the school’s intranet and the 

internet and at regional libraries. 

 

NCEA and scholarship external examina ons start on 8  
November and the last examina on is on 3 December. This is 
the link to the metable h ps://www.nzqa.govt.nz/ncea/ncea‐
exams‐and‐por olios/external/na onal‐secondary‐
examina ons‐ metable/  
 
Mathema cs external examina on revision books 

The notes and ques ons in these study books help form the 
basis of the revision needed for students to gain the best  

 

results they can in the Mathema cs externals.  All  
students si ng external Mathema cs standards should 
have these books.  The cost is $22.  Please arrange  
payment as soon as possible so students have this mate‐
rial in prepara on for the prac ce exams in week 9 of 
this term. 

 

 

Academic Pathways Interviews 
for Year 11 and 12  

Year 11—Thursday 29th August 3.30 to 7 p.m. 

Year 12—Tuesday 20th August or Thursday 5th  
September, 3.30 to 7 p.m.  

The interviews will be 20 minutes long. They are  
designed to provide an opportunity for each  
student and her parents to discuss with a senior teacher 
the best possible op on choices that are available to her 
for her future pathway. 

Our Senior Course booklets for 2020 and  Course  
Structures are available to students and these booklets 
will be posted on our website, www.aggs.school.nz  
 

Only one interview will be necessary for each  
student.  Your daughter can meet with a teacher during 
the day if you are not available for  an  
interview a er school.  

You can access the interviews via 
www.schoolinterviews.co.nz—access codes have been 
sent to parents.   

It you have any problems with making an electronic 
booking for your Academic Pathway interview please 
feel free to telephone the school office on (09) 307 4180 
for help with this.   

ENROLMENTS FOR 2020 
We are accep ng enrolment applica ons for 2020 now.  If you know anyone who is interested in enrolling their 
daughters into AGGS next year please will you remind them to get their daughters enrolments to us as soon as 
possible.  The Enrolment form can be filled out online  
h p://www.aggs.school.nz/images/Enrolment/Enrolment_Form_and_Suppor ng_Documents.pdf  or our Enrolment 
Officer, Lilly Stowers can e‐mail or post you a form.  

For more informa on, e‐mail enrol@aggs.school.nz  or call the School Office on (09) 307 4180.   Lilly will also be 
happy to arrange a me to show parents and prospec ve students around the school.   
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Board of Trustees Meeting Dates  
The next two mee ngs of the Board of Trustees are 
on:  Tuesday 27 August and  Tuesday 24th September  
Mee ngs are open to the public and will be held in 
the Jubilee Library star ng at 5.30 p.m.  

THE DELOITTE GROW PROGRAMME  
Year 12 Economics students recently par cipated in the Deloi e Grow Programme which is a 5 week challenge to students 
to apply their knowledge, skills and crea vity towards different ways of growing money. 

The first stage of the programme was “The Theory”, facilitated by Deloi es where the students explored ways to make 
and grow money.  The students were then put into groups to complete “The Challenge” where they were given a $5 ‘seed 
capital’ loan with a 4 week deadline to grow as much money as possible. Each group had a Deloi e business coach who 
guided and supported their group, giving useful ps and tricks.  The final stage was “The Celebra on” where the students 
were invited to Deloi e Head Office to give a short presenta on  
reflec ng on their experience and sharing the knowledge and skills they applied to grow their money.  
The students successfully grew their money to $440 which they donated to Greenpeace.   

Year 12 Economics Students with Deloittes Coaches at DeLoittes Head Office  

MEASLES UPDATE  
We would like to remind you again of the con nual con‐
cerns the Auckland Regional Public Health Service has 
around the poten al spread of measles in our school and 
local communi es.  As of 5 August there have been 311 
confirmed cases of measles in Auckland, with the majority 
of these being in South and West Auckland.  

Measles is a virus that can make adults and children very 
sick. It is highly infec ous and can spread quickly and  
easily through breathing, sneezing and coughing. Measles 
symptoms include cough, runny nose, fever, sore red 
eyes, then a rash. 

The best protec on against measles is to be vaccinated 
with two doses of the measles, mumps and rubella (MMR) 
vaccine. One dose of MMR will protect around 95% of 
people and two doses will protect about 99%. The MMR 
vaccina on is free for eligible people. 

If you are concerned about measles call the Healthline 
on 0800 611 116 or call your GP.   Please do not just turn 
up to your GP or a er hours or emergency department 
as you could poten ally infect others.  

Measles info at: arphs.health.nz/measles 

MINDFULNESS STRESS MANAGEMENT 
GROUP FOR STUDENTS  

With prac ce and end of year exams approaching many 
AGGS students will be star ng to think about how they can 
best manage their stress to maximise their performance.   
The counsellors at AGGS are excited to offer a 4 session 
senior student stress management group that will start on 

Friday 16th August at lunch me in C50.  
Each session will be fun, informa ve and provide prac cal 
strategies for coping with every day stress and impending 
exams. Students are welcome to bring their friends too. 
Please encourage your daughters to register by emailing 
the counsellor Jane Falkiner— jfalkiner@aggs.school.nz  
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You can keep up to date with school events on our school 
website http://www.aggs.school.nz/  and  in a more 
informal way on our main Facebook page   
https://www.facebook.com/
AucklandGirlsGrammarSchool/  and on our Sports 
Facebook page  

YEAR 9 STORYTELLING COMPETITION  

The Year 9 Storytelling compe on was held on Wednesday 
31st July, with a record nine finalists. All of these girls are to 
be commended for the ar culate way in which they presented 
their stories in front of all  of Year 9.  

Congratula ons to the finalists, who were: Milika Fonohema, 
Mary Peaua, Gardeniah Fa'afi , Safa Nazari, Laebah Noman, 
Grace Misikopa, Jeidre Canlas, Jenna Tiariki and Kemindhi Am‐
arasing Liyanage.  

All girls represented their English classes with pride and the 
audience was treated to a wide selec on of stories, ranging 
from personal childhood tales to the retelling of classic fairy 
tales.  

We had stories of sorrow combined with moments of 
humour and the speakers certainly had the audience 
engaged for their en re performances. 

It was a truly difficult decision for the judges; Deputy 
Principal Mr Morgan and our Head Girl Isabella Van 
S priaan‐Huik.  Mr Morgan commented he has judged 
this compe on for over a decade and this year's  
finalists were of the highest caliber to date. 

First place was awarded to Safa Nazari with Gardeniah 
Fa'afi  gaining second place. These girls will be recog‐
nised again at junior prizegiving in December. 

 

Year 9 Storytelling Finalists  

This year our first AGGS Brain Bee team competed in 
Round 2 of the Brain Bee Challenge at the School of  
Medical and Health Sciences, Auckland University.   
The team was:  Mackenzie Adams, Praga  Prasad and 
Maninder Kaur.   
Our team competed against teams from all around the 
North Island.   
In between the individual and team quizzes, the students 
got to tour the Medical School and visit the Centre for 
Brain Research laboratory, the human anatomy library 
and the opthamology laboratory .   
A highlight of the day was mee ng Sir Richard Faull 
(pictured), a very dis nguished professor of brain  
research, who established the Centre for Brain Research 
at Auckland University. 

AGGS BRAIN BEES  
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Schools Law Project  
On Monday 5 August Auckland Girls' Grammar School hosted five Lawyers,  who launched our membership of the new Schools 
Law Project. 30 interested students from Year 11‐13 a ended.   
Four  of the lawyers who a ended the launch to present the project work for the Law firm Meredith Connell. Two of these are  
ex‐AGGS students, Jessica Blythe le  in 2002 and is now a partner in Meredith Connell and Elena Mok, who was  our Dux in 
2008 is a senior  lawyer. Both specialize in li ga on and spend a lot of their me in Court. 

Term 3 is an important term for our Year 13 students for 
planning the  transi on from school to ter ary training or 
to work. There are a number of events coming up that can 
support students and parents as they work through this 
process.  

The University of Auckland has 2 Future evenings for par‐
ents and students:  

Auckland Central  Campus: Tuesday 13 August at 6pm 
Owen Glenn Building, 12 Gra on Rd and in  
South Auckland  on Thursday 15 August at 6pm 
Vodafone Events Centre, 770 Gt South Rd, Manukau 

You need to register for either of the evenings by going to 
h ps://www.auckland.ac.nz/en/study/study‐op ons/
undergraduate‐study‐op ons/informa on‐for‐parents/
parent‐seminars.html—there is a registra on bu on under 
each date and venue.   

Our Career Advisor Mrs Hames will provide Career support 
to Year 13 students during their  Study Periods and parents 
can also make appointments to discuss their daughters 
future with Mrs Hames.  

 Our Careers team is able to support students applying for a 
wide range of courses, appren ceships, defence careers and 
employment etc.   For an appointment e‐mail  
mhames@aggs.school.nz  

Ter ary Scholarships start closing from next week up un l 

2 September. We are encouraging students to apply if they 
meet the criteria for each scholarship. 

Scholarship recipients will be announced at  Senior  
Prize giving on Tuesday 5 November. 

Tertiary Open Days 
We strongly recommend that senior students in Years 11 to 
13 a end the AUT University and University of Auckland 

Open Days. The Open Day for both universi es is on  
Saturday 31st August from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.  During the 
Open Day there will be lectures, display stands with experts  
available to answer ques ons, guided tours etc.   Due to their 
close proximity you can easily visit both Universi es during 
the day. 

AUT University require you to register  
h ps://www.aut.ac.nz/events/aut‐live  ‐ you can download 
the programme here. 

 
Congratula ons to  Lex MacGregor‐Hay, who has been ac‐
cepted into the Pat Hanly Crea vity Awards 2019, which will be 
hosted by Auckland Art Gallery Toi o Tāmaki, at an awards 
evening on Thursday 29 August.    
The award was created in memory of ar st, Pat Hanly to   
honour talented Year 13 art students in the Auckland Region.   
 

Congratula ons to Year 11 student  Leona Moritmer and 
Year 13 student, Pearl Tekuru who are currently represen ng 
NZ  as part of the Iden ty Dance Company and the Royal  
Family Company Megacrews respec vely, at the World Hip 
Hop Championships in  Phoenix, Arizona and   
 

Congratula ons Brooklyn To’o  and Hannah Tiniteila 
(pictured le ) who are members of  SUPA, which stands for 
Saintz Up Performing Arts.  This group of students are from a 
range of different secondary schools that are mentored  by 
Naimz from ‘Adeaze’. 
In the July holidays,  they travelled to Los Angeles to represent 
New Zealand in the WCOPA ‐ World Championship of  
Performing Arts compe on. 
Hannah won 2 Gold medals for group performances and 2  
silver medals for solo performance . Brooklyn won 2 Gold  
medals for group performances and one silver medal for solo 
performance. 
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TERM 3 SPORTS  
Sport has started for Term 3 and most compe ons are 
heading into finals now.  

Badminton 
We have 3 Badminton teams.  Our Senior B team is in third 
place after one round  and our two teams, in C grade - 
AGGS White and AGGS Yellow are both in third place.  
 

Basketball 
Our Premier Basketball team has one round robin game 
le  to play. The goal for our team is to stay in the Premier 
grade for 2020. We have seen a vastly improved level of 
play from our girls since the compe on started back in 
May.  This is reflected in the score lines of our last few 
games against Massey High and Rangitoto College.  
Our last round robin game will be against MAGS and it is a 
game our team can win. MAGS is going through a rebuild‐
ing phase like AGGS and this should be a mouthwatering 
clash. Good luck to our girls.  
 
Our U17 team has finished in third place this season. A 
great effort from our girls given the challenges they have 
had this year with a new group of players.  Their skills and 
experience have increased drama cally and we would like 
to acknowledge the great work of the coaches, Lae a 
Tuai  and Imogene Noble who have helped the players 
throughout the season. Special thank you Ms Dugdale for 
suppor ng our U17 girls at their games.  
 

Football 
Our Football first XI has made the plate sec on of the com‐
pe on and have won both their matches so far this term. 
A far cry from Term 2 where they were unable to win any 
games. Well done to our First XI and we hope to see more 
success. 
Our second XI has not been as successful as our first XI but 
the team is showing great determina on each game they 
play and we hope they have their first win soon.  
 

Hockey  
Our hockey team has started Term 3 with two wins from 
two games.  The team won the semi‐final of the playoffs 
last Friday and play the final playoff game this coming  
Friday.   Good luck girls! 
 

Lacrosse 
Our Lacrosse team started term 2 with success with  
massive wins. Since then, we have seen a “dip” in our 
form going to down to powerhouse schools like St Marys 
and Glendowie.  Our girls finished a credible 6th this  
season. Good effort from our girls and they are looking 
forward to next season. 
 

Netball  
All our netball teams are heading into the championship 
rounds of their respec ve grades. We have a great chance 
to make the top 4 in the Year 9, Year 10 and Premier 2 
Grades. 
 

Rugby Union 
Our Rugby team has had a brilliant season so far and is 
si ng in 2nd place going into Term 3. The girls have shown 
great determina on and have the ability to make the fi‐
nals. Good luck!   
This season will prepare our players for the Rugby 7s  
compe on, which is coming up. Congratula ons to 
Moana Cook for being selected for Auckland Rugby ‘s 
High performance training group. Massive achievement!  
 

Rugby League  
Just like our rugby union girls, our rugby league team has 
had a good season so far, losing only two games in round 
play. They are now into the playoffs and began their quest 
for finals with a rematch with McAuley High School on 
13th August at Victoria Park.  
Congratula ons to Ofa Seleni and Charlie‐Kaige  
Kamuhemu who have been nominated for awards with 
Auckland Rugby league.  Presenta ons will be held on 
Monday 12th August at  the Auckland Rugby League  
Headquarters. Well done Charlie‐Kaige and Ofa on an 
outstanding season so far.  
 

Sports Trials  
Trials for the following sports will be coming up in the 
next few weeks:  Rugby 7s—and for our Junior students 
trials for Volleyball, Tag Football, Touch and Tennis. Trial 
dates will be adver sed in the Student No ces and on the 
AGGS Sports Facebook page.   
 



 

 

 

AGGSTRAORDINARY WEEK    26 to 30 August  - Week 6 

AGGStraordinary Week is a collabora on between five 
AGGS groups; the Student Council, AGGS Pride, LGBT+, 
the Arts Commi ee, the Service Commi ee and the  
Sustainability Commi ee. 

The groups have been busy organizing an exci ng pro‐
gramme for a week of celebra ng the AGGS spirit.  

Some of the ac vi es that are being planned include:  

The AGGS Factor which will show off our students  
singing, dancing and comedic talents.  Girls will audi on 
for places in  Weeks 4 and 5.  

A mural is being painted as part of the Resene  
Compe on running na onally. 

 
Daffodils will be sold. Daffodil Day is Friday 30th. 

Students can write a note for a friend for a gold coin and 
chocolates will be delivered to these students.  

There will be games and a sausage sizzle on the  front lawn at 
lunch me on one day and on Friday 30th there is a mu i day 
with 5 dress up themes. 

The  week will finish with the whole school in the DWC from 
2‐3pm where the finalists from AGGS Factor will perform and 
we are hoping the mural will be unveiled. There will also be a 
catwalk display for the best dressed in each theme. 

The proceeds from mu i day will go to the Cancer Society 
and to KidsCan. 
The organizing commi ee has made a fun video to adver se 
the week which is on our Facebook page.   
h ps://www.facebook.com/AucklandGirlsGrammarSchool/   

OUT AND ABOUT IN THE SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 

Many of our students were busy in the recent school break with a range of wonderfully different ac vi es.   Here 
is a snapshot of some of their holiday pursuits and adventures  

On the first Thursday of the school holi‐
days a group of students prepared and 
served a meal  to the residents at Ronald 
Macdonald House.  

Thank you to the parents of some of the 
girls who came along to help. 

Everyone had a great me and the girls 
were thanked with a song from some of 
the resident children and their parents.  

And in Wellington walking  the  
Corridors of Power  

Deputy Head Girl, Gwyneth Parallag was taking part in the Youth Parliament on 16 and 17 July, where she represented 
Green MP, Julie Anne Genter.   This is her presenta on on behalf of the Sustainable Energy bill  
h ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7WArIyiDu4g  
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Meanwhile at Outward Bound at  
Anakiwa in the Marlborough Sounds  

While many of you enjoyed lengthy sleep‐ins 
during the July holidays, I spent 3 weeks waking 
at 5.50am to run 3.4 kilometres followed by an 
exhilara ng somewhat crisp swim in the ocean.  
Devoid of any contact with the outside world no 
two days ever the same. I was placed in a 
“watch” where I was able to meet 11 people, 
who I now hold very close to my heart.  
Throughout my me at Outward Bound I was 
able to experience many different ac vi es 
such as kayaking, sailing, rock climbing, co‐
steering, hiking and waka ama. Outward Bound 
truly is an experience of a life me! It has pro‐
vided me opportuni es to learn more about 
myself and the excitement of untapped poten‐

al. I was pushed both physically and psycho‐
logically to the brink at mes.  Kayaking through 
rapids chilled to the bone. Tramping through 
dense bush for hours on end with feet that re‐
sembled raw meat at days end, and awaking to 
do it all over again.  
Dropped off in the bush at 10 pm with minimal 
resources to survive for two nights in complete 
isola on, and comple ng my three‐week expe‐
rience with a half marathon. Reading this you 
may consider it a form of torture, but in fact, it 
was quite the opposite. I was having the me of 
my life and in a heartbeat would recommend 
anyone else to do this.   
I have returned home with a deeper apprecia‐

on of all the privileges surrounding me.  
Challenged to iden fy three core values I align 
most closely in life, categorically I chose com‐
passion, nurturing and family. I am a be er per‐
son for this experience, and I feel immense 
gra tude and apprecia on to JR McKenzie Trust 
for providing me with this once in a life me 
opportunity. Obtaining this scholarship has 
been life‐changing for me and I will be forever 
grateful. 
Alana Beehre, Year 13  

Representing AGGS at  the  
UN Youth Pacific Project 

The Pacific Project is an annual trip for high school students that  
educates par cipants on New Zealand’s rela onship with the Pacific. 
It combines a week at the pres gious UN Youth Australia Na onal 
Conference with an educa onal study tour to Vanuatu. Twelve high 
school students from around New Zealand were chosen to par ci‐
pate and 3 of these were from AGGS—Deputy Head Girl Harleen 
Singh and Year 12 students, Fine Aholelei and Luisa Tuaoimaali. 

Top picture —Fine, Luisa and Harleen with their host family in Vanuatu and above 
some of the NZ delega on ready to head off to Church on Sunday   

Maths Week is next week! 
To celebrate Maths weeks students will be invited to 
answer the daily quiz questions.  Prizes will be awarded 
to students at each year level.  All Year 9 and 10 stu-
dents will also participate in the inter-
class mathex competition which is always a lot of fun. 
Here's a question for the parents -"How many three-
digit numbers contain only the digits 2 and 3, and each of 
them at least once?" Answer  is on page 8. 
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WELCOME TO OUR JAPANESE SISTER 
SCHOOL, OHTANI HIGH SCHOOL  

a group of students from Ohtani High School visited with us 
from 7 to 9 August.  Ohtani has been AGGS sister school since 
2006 and when Ohtani visit each year, our language students 
enjoy the opportunity to prac ce their Japanese language 
skills, while our Japanese visitors  get to try their English.   
Pictures are on our website www.aggs.school.nz  

Tiri ri Matangi is a conserva on project and a wildlife 
sanctuary. From  1984 to 1994, volunteers planted 
300,000 trees to undo the effects of  120 years of  
farming, which had  had removed 94% of the na ve bush 
on the 220 hectare island. Tiri ri Matangi is now 60% 
forested and the remaining 40% is le  as grassland for 
species that prefer an open habitat. When the  
regenera on project took place between  1984 and 
1994, 90,000 Pohutukawa trees were planted and it was 
expected that only 30%, would survive but their survival 
rate is between 60 ‐ 90%.  Thus, the island is a paradise 
for na ve wildlife and humans… except during a storm! 
 

The weather was not on our side and ponchos and  
raincoats were definitely needed. Our assignment was to  
see sites A, B and C (each with different treatments  
conducted by the Pohutukawa Project) to observe how 
the overgrowth of Pohutukawa has affected the various 
plant species that were resilient enough to grow.  
Barbara, a knowledgeable biology educator with the  
volunteer guides interacted with the girls in a friendly 
manner, educa ng us on the value of protec ng wildlife. 
 

On our return trip home, the ferry rocked and crashed 
against waves and we clutched to each other for our 
lives. The trip 	ended	successfully	however	as	we		
arrived	back	to	Auckland	‐	wet	and	cold	but	alive	and	
in	good	spirits.			Thank you to Ms Prasad and Ms  
Webber for accompanying us and  
 
Dear Ms Denny, please give us Excellences for our  
incessant enthusiasm and posi vity during the trip. Not 
only did we learn more about the wildlife on Tiri ri  
Matangi, but also survival storm skills that I’m sure the 
girls will forever treasure! 
Sarah Qaisar—Year 12  

Year 12 BIOLOGY SPEND A STORMY 
DAY AT TIRI TIRI MATANGI  

YEAR 12 GEOGRAPHY RESEARCH TRIP 
TO  MURIWAI 

Just before the end of Term 2 the  Level 2 Geography classes 
spend a day at Maori Bay and Muriwai Beach.  
We collected data (at the 2 loca ons) for longshore dri , 
wave count and salta on. This data will be used for our 5 
credit Research assessment.  
We studied the dune vegeta on ‐ iden fying spinifex , and 
pigao and marram grasses and also viewed some of the  
geographical phenomena such as the cave, arch, shore 
pla orm, cliffs, Pillow Lava, Oaia Island and Motutura Stack. 
We had lunch on the beach and a er lunch we walked to 
Otakamiro Point to view the Gannet Colony from above.  
On behalf of all of the Level 2 Geography students, we would 
like to thank Ms Ashmore, Mr Knight and Mr Isaacs for as‐
sis ng our class on this trip.  
We all had a great me and we also got to have some  me 
relaxing at the playground! 
Anamika Daya  Year 12  

COOK ISLAND LANGUAGE WEEK  
5 to 9 August  

Last week we celebrated Cook Island language week by  
learning a different word or phrase each day and, at recess on 
Friday our Cook Island students brought to a grey wintery day a 
li le of the warmth of their culture and the sunshine of the 
Cook Islands when they performed some of their songs and 
dances to the delight of staff and students.   
h ps://www.facebook.com/AucklandGirlsGrammarSchool/   

 

The answer to the Maths puzzle is 6 
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